Excel Still More #2
Truth about Tribulations”
1 Thes. 1: 5-8
Intro:
Through many dangers, toils and snares…

· Singing all verses of Amazing Grace at Funeral Friday.


t/s – One NT word for trouble --- burdensome suffering



Thlipsis – used 24 times… every letter but Philemon



--  to press, to squash, to oppress or harass


Translated  Tribulation, Affliction, Suffering, Trouble


Usually = Social Opposition (can be political)


John 16:33 – Jesus made his disciples a promise



In the world, you will have tribulation; but take 


courage, I have overcome the world.

t/s – Tribulation is a theme of Paul’s letter to Thessalonica
Review:  Our work for Him Flows from His work IN us.
Read Acts 17: 1-9

Read 1 Thes. 1: 1-8

Comment on Vs. 1

· First person plural dominates… Silvanus is Silas


Respected prophet from Jerusalem; Roman Citizen;


Traveled and served with Paul and Peter.

· “Of Thessalonians” = comprised of; not belonging to…


Largest and most cosmopolitan in Macedonia (100K +)

· Early letter = Paul in Corinth before Gallio … 51/52; thus letter 18 months earlier, 50; ministry in Thes…49
· High Christology = One Preposition for God…Jesus


“Lord” = used twice even in out text tonight!

Read 1 Thes. 1: 2-8

Truth about Tribulation… Pressure, oppression, harassment


Social – family and cultural – Political

· This summer we can see it coming! (counter-culture)
Tribulation is not to be feared as abnormal or failure; Tribulation is Normal and Opportunity.

Tribulation makes Our Example more Relevant.

Exp – Paul presents discipleship as Imitation.


Christ—Paul—Thessalonians---Macedonia---Achaia


They all suffered Tribulation.


What is any one of them did not!!??

Ill – The impact of fbcSF… city gov’t; culture; parking…


If they can thrive…how much more can we!

App – Embrace the pressure as opportunity… Spotlight!

Tribulation makes our Joy more Remarkable.

Exp – Vs. 6 – Having received the Word in much Tribulation with the 
Joy of the Holy Spirit.
· Happiness is external…circumstances; fragile.

· JOY… Christian Joy… of the Holy Spirit within.


Thus, Tribulation does not diminish it!

Ill – Paul came to Thessalonica from Philippi…Remember Tribulation


Arrested; falsely accused; beaten; in prison, in stocks


Midnight… praying and praising God… prisoners listening!

App – Read # 443 vs. 1 and 3  (we will close with it… Invitation)
Tribulation makes our Gospel more Believable

Exp – We fear opposition might discredit or hinder our message!


Vs. 6b – received the word in much tribulation.


Vs. 8 – the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you!


Tribulation is good soil for the Word…

Ill – CS Lewis, “Pain is God’s Megaphone” – speaks to us.


Persecution/Tribulation is Our Megaphone…speak to Others.

App – The World is watching.  When we show strength and Joy;


Then they will know that our Gospel is Real!

Conclusion – Bull riding….  Kind, gentle, easy bull… old and tired.



“Rank” = strong, offensively strong; nasty mean
