Excel Still More #1
“His Work in You”

1 Thes. 1: 1-5

Intro:  I give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of


You in my prayers…

This expresses my heart while away in July…  Where have you been?


Two weeks of Vacation --- Pearl learning to walk & Wedding


Two weeks for Study and ministry with partners…  fbcSF

I give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of

You in my prayers…
t/s – The opening line in the first letter of Paul in NT; earliest book
1 Thessalonians – Encouraged to Abound

· 79 verses can be read in 12 minutes and “Encourage” is used 8 times….every 90 seconds Paul is encouraging the church

· Three key places, “Abound”  (Increase, more and more…)   Word used to describe baskets when fish and bread were multiplied by master!

· Excel Still More!
(t/s – relevant for us)
QSBC is a good church.  Wonderful devotion and doing great things; and, the Lord wants us to excel still more-- Who we are & What we do
1 Thessalonians 1: 1-5a – Paul opens with an expression of gratitude.
Our Work for Him flows from His Work in Us.
Read

I am grateful for Your Work for the Lord.

Vs. 3 – Powerful, Foundational Christian Vocabulary  (1st letter)

Faith, Love Hope (Also 5:8; Cor; Gal; Rom; Col; Eph)

Inner Convictions:
  Faith, Love, Hope (in our Lord Jesus Christ)

Outward Expressions:   Work, Labor and Steadfastness

“Genitives of result or Reason”  Thus ===


Work that is the result of your Faith

Labor that is the result of your Love

Steadfastness (bear up under) that is the result of your Hope!

App - Paul provides a model for giving thanks:


Centered on people (not things or experiences)


Specific… Not “for all you do”…. (thoughtful)


I give thanks to God for you, bearing in mind…


1.  Your Support of my Family (faithful in prayer)


2.  Your Love for the Word of God.


3.  Your Unity in the face of Change

t/s – Paul expresses gratitude for the work of the church; but deeper

I am Grateful for the Lord’s Work in You.

Exp – Every phrase in this long sentence is saturated with this reality.


This abounding life and ministry is the Lord’s Doing!


Read Again vs. 4 - 5


Vs. 4 – KNOWING… Settled reality that prompts gratitude


Brethren; Beloved by God; His Choice of you!

· God took the initiative to Save you


Rooted in OT Dt. 7:7-8 – God Choosing Israel

Not because you were the biggest or best;


I Loved You!  I wanted to!

t/s – How do you know?


Vs. 5 – Paul recalls how they responded to the Gospel


Gospel – Jesus; Death & Resurrection!




He is Messiah; and He is Lord!


Some Jewish men; many gentiles and leading women



Our Words AND the power of the Spirit Convicting!


Do you find yourself drawn to Jesus today?


Death and resurrection; Savior and Lord… Stirring in Heart!

· Not clever words of preacher; Power of Spirit!

The Church at Thessolonica is the Lord’s Doing!
ILL – This saturates his letter because Paul had just learned Lesson
Tell story of abrupt departure… Abandoning and Anxiety!


“My labor will be in vain!”  You cannot make it without me

Timothy’s Report === Faith, Love, Standing Firm!

The only way Paul could explain it… Look What God is Doing!

Our Work for Him flows from His Work in Us.

God has done a great work in or lives and in the life of the Church.

· In our 65 year history from beginning in lumber yard.

· In my 12 years as Pastor…

I give Him thanks…  And, I believe with all my heart; if we will trust Him and obey… He wants us to Excel Still More!


In Holiness; in Service and in Kingdom Impact!

Reach our Neighbors and the nations with the Gospel


A great missionary mother church that Glorifies His Name!

Never lose sight of this reality --- foundation of our Mission Statement --- Look What God is Doing!

Our Work for Him flows from His Work in Us.

Knowing this, what Marks us as we seek to Excel Still More?
Not Fear, Confidence

Not Pride, Gratitude

Not our Glory, His Glory

Can I tell you how the letter ends….Paul shares with the church what he has learned…

Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass!
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Faithful is He Who calls you, He also will bring it to pass.

