Christmas 2015 #3

“Born King”
Matthew 2 & Psalm 2
Intro:
We will have Christmas with three daughters-in law this year.

· Fun to watch them learn the family stories.  At first, you only hear part of the story.

· Example:  Mom tells a story about uncle Milton setting the new preacher straight…  I hear it all; my sons hear most; Daughters…about half its meaning…  No background.


t/s – It is like watching a television show… “Previously on…”



Background, History, Context --- relationships…

T/S – Reading the Bible is like that.

Most of you know the story of King Herod’s Rage against the Infant Jesus.
How deep is your understanding?  
Matthew 2:1-2, 11-16

Read and Tell the Story.

Most of us hear that story like we are new to the Family.  In order to really appreciate… Familiar with a song the people of God had been singing for 1,000 years.  It is my favorite Christmas song.

Psalm 2

Background
Acts 4 Luke affirms Psalm 2 as important to church

· Written by David; Inspired by the Spirit; About the Messiah (Anointed King/Christ); Fulfilled by Jesus.

· Wow!

This informed the church’s understanding of the word, “Christ”.  As much as any other OT scripture, helped them understand Who Jesus Is.
READ Psalm 2 with comments

Vs. 1
Uproar = Rage (kjv) = Noisy crowd, Mob…. Conspiring

Vs. 7
Messiah Himself speaks…

Vs. 9
Break = Rule; 

Rod = scepter or Staff (shepherd)

Vs. 11
Rejoice with trembling… Only those who know Jesus

Vs. 12
Do Homage = Kiss… To Bow Low at the Feet of a King





(Submission and Adoration)
A clear promise of a Strong King --- Anointed One; Christ Messiah

Kidner, “There is no refuge from Him; only refuge in Him!”

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, it is important to know that “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” is the King of Glory!

ILL – Older lady kept asking me to pray for her grandson, 


“Little Mikey”… few months… photo… Marine!


t/s – I had a distorted idea of Mikey.

Psalm 2 provides the background for understanding of the Child.

Two Key Words demonstrate the connection:

Worship
NT – to bow low in worship (3 times in Mat. 2)




(Magi sincere; Herod no real intent)



OT – Do Homage, “Kiss” the Son 




(submission & Adoration)




Psalm 2:10 – O Kings Show Discernment!

Rage
NT – Herod (pretender king) was very enraged!


OT – Why so the nations Rage (KJV): In an Uproar.  Rebellion

Psalm 2 is the song playing in the background when Matt writes.
When you know Psalm 2, you can hear Matthew’s story like you have belonged to the family along time.
t/s – Here are the take aways.  I just want you to be more inclined to


Worship Jesus this Christmas.

1. The powers that be in this world will Oppose Jesus.


Exp - It was true for his birth (manger; shepherds; Herod; 


Refugee status)….  Simeon… a sign to be Opposed!



True in His life….  Despised and Rejected


True in His death… Cross!



True even Today…  Lord Jesus Christ = Marvel Not


   The world hated Me before it hated you
2. Their Opposition is Rebellion.


Exp – Matt. 2:2 – “Born King”; not born to be king 




(ought, could, should, might… He IS King)


The Kingdom of God is Here!



If you Oppose the rightful King, Rebellion!


Two Options for every person:  Submission or Rebellion
3. Rebellion is Vain!


Exp – In the end, Herod is Dead.  



Jesus returns safely from Egypt!


The LORD sits enthroned and chuckles, Stupid Herod.



God works His purpose despite the opposition of man.


Why to the peoples scheme Vain things.

App – If you are not living in Glad Submission and Humble 

Adoration before King Jesus, you are living in 


Rebellion.  Your Life is Vain… Empty… Wasted.
This child, Jesus, is the anointed King.  He sits enthroned and rules all nations.  
Come, bow low in glad submission and adoration.  

Rebellion is vanity; Worship is Wisdom.
Who is He in yonder stall, at whose feet the shepherds fall?

Who is He wise men draw near, Herod lashes out in fear?

‘Tis the Lord!  O wondrous story!  

‘Tis the Lord, the King of glory!

At His feet we humbly fall.  Crown Him!  Crown Him! Lord of all.

