Christmas 2015 #1
“A Crisis of Faith”

Matthew 1: 18-25

Intro:  God Isn’t Fixing This!  The editors of the NY Daily News got 
what they wanted this week when they published that Headline 
in the wake of the shootings in San Bernadino..  Whether the 
headline was questioning prayer or political platitudes


about prayer… It tapped into a festering fear of many people.

For hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will…

Where is God in this mess?  Is God Helping me?  Will God Help me?  Is God somehow disinclined to help or disengaged from my life?
Do you ever feel like God is Against you?

· God has decided to make me suffer, to struggle.  He doesn’t


want me to do well.  He has just written me off.

· Maybe God is not Against me, but He seems to be Away from me, Apathetic.  God doesn’t care much about the details of my petty life.  He may not be hurting me, but he is sure not helping
T/S – An Axiom of Advent == The central Theological Claim.


God with Us.  God is Engaged and Inclined to Help us.

Presence (not Away) and Purpose (For Us not Against Us.)


How do you know?  In a word:  Jesus.

Matthew 1: 18-25
(Stand to Read… caution/familiar)

By my records I have preached this text to you five times!

Who Jesus Is

Son of God (incarnation and virgin birth)




Repeated emphasis (18, 20, 23, 25)

What Jesus Does
Jesus = Savior… Vs. 21 - Save from sins!




(Gospel of the Cross)

How We Respond to Jesus…..
Vs. 22-23 – ALL includes more than the virgin birth.  
Joseph’s response to the Lord’s correction also fulfills the Isaiah text.  
Matthew Sets up a contrast between Joseph (son of David) and his Ancestor, King Ahaz,(Is. 7) to make an important point:    

Jesus Creates a Crisis of Faith.  

You know the story of Joseph:  Crisis, Fear, Plan, Intervention and






call to Trust God and Obey
That same pattern is found in the Story of Ahaz (Isaiah 7)  For the sake of time this morning, let me tell you the story.
Setting

A military and Political crisis for Judah in 733 BC
· Israel and Syria (Aram) threatening Judah

Tension
Judah’s king was Ahaz.  Afraid. His heart shaking like 

the leaves on a tree when the wind blows!



Plan… send money to Ask Assyria, Tiglath- Pilezer, to 

attack Aram.



God intervenes by sending the prophet Isaiah, “Stop it!



Calm down.  Don’t be afraid.  Don’t rely on money and 

politics.  Trust Me.  I will fix this for you!”

Search

Ahaz is not happy to hear from Isaiah.  To Trust is to



Give the LORD control, glory….  


The Lord offers a sign, this virgin will become pregnant 

and bear a son.  The baby’s name will be Emmanuel, 

God With Us!  By the time he is old enough to know 

right from wrong, Both of the kings who are threatening 

you will be dead!

· Ahaz had a crisis of Faith.  Who will be trust?

Resolution
Ahaz chooses to trust himself.  He stands on his wealth 

and political calculations --- ultimate destruction.

Isaiah 7:9 – If you will not believe, you surely will not last.
(NIV) – If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all!
Faith = Knowing God; Agreeing with God; Embracing God.
Ahaz had a Crisis of Faith.  
He was doing the best he could to fix his mess.  He decided to rely on his political savvy and wealth; instead of the promise of God.  God isn’t going to fix this; I will fix it.
Joseph had a crisis of Faith.  
At first he thought, I have to fix this problem.  He came up with his own plan, a quick and quiet divorce to minimize the trauma, the drama.  
But when the Lord spoke to Joseph, He believed.  He knew God’s character; He agreed with God’s purpose; He embraced God’s plan.  

t/s – Here at the beginning of the Gospel, with the birth of Jesus, 


Matthew is already calling for our response.


He is calling us to exercise Faith like Joseph

Jesus Creates a Crisis of Faith.
We have political fears and family crises; but our ultimate problem is Sin.  We are dominated by sin, destroyed by sin, doomed by sin.  We do not have the wisdom or will power to escape.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

The wages of sin is Death.

Jesus is God with Us.  He comes to intervene on our behalf, to Save us from our sins.  If you trust Me, I will Save you!  I will fix this.
When we hear the good news of Jesus, we are like Joseph, like Ahaz, we are at a Crisis of Faith.

· My plan or His plan; My power or His Power; 

My Way or His Way; My Pride… His Glory!!
Ahaz learned the hard way that the Proverb is true.  There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it is the way of Destruction
Jesus used to tell people that He is like a big Rock.  If you embrace Me by faith I will be the foundation of Life for you; but if you reject Me, try to avoid Me --- You will stumble over Me and be destroyed.

· This language is as old as Isaiah’s message to Ahaz!

Today, You stand at a Crisis of Faith…  You Know Jesus;


Will you agree with Him, embrace Him… Stand by Faith.
