A Prayer for God’s People #3  “On Knowing Christ” Eph. 3: 14-21

Intro:
Julie and I are going to be grandparents again.  Tuesday at 

Falls Creek, we found out that our 2nd Grandchild will be our 
first grandson, Jack!

· Just a few hours later, We encourage an high school girl who told us with tears of joy that she had just experienced a life-changing encounter with Jesus; Saved! Saved! Saved!
· Next Day, I thought of both; new baby and new Christian.

· I Prayed for them…. I prayed for Growth!


Perfectly knit together in his mother’s womb… Lk. 2:52

Quote prayer for Girl, Ephesians 3: 14-19

Review:  This prayer helps us reflect on our Mission…


Disciples Grow – Inner Strength not Outer Ease.


Disciples Grow Together – Diversity is Glory; All the Saints!






Grow as Family; Grow in Love; 

Disciples Grow and Disciples Know --- To Know Jesus.

Ephesians 3: 14-19
(Read)
Pursue Mental Knowledge of Jesus

Exp – 18-19a – “Comprehend” = To Grasp; A mental understanding;


When you understand a concept, “I Got it!” 



Acts 25:25 – Festus says he fully investigated Paul’s





Case and came to determine, understand,





Found that Paul was innocent.

Ill – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross… love so amazing…”


A Study Guide to Investigate the Love of Christ

Broad as Humanity – Every color, class, category, status


Long as Eternity – Before the Foundations of the world; future


High as Heaven – Exalted One intercedes for those He Raises


Deep - His loves came down… to manger; to Cross; to Tomb

App – Do you understand more today than when you began?

Hebrews:  Meat by now; but still need Milk!

Ts – Knowing Christ is not less than Mental Apprehension;


But there is more than our intellectual advance here.


For the Love of God is broader



Than the measure of man’s mind. – Frederick Faber
Pursue Relational Knowledge of Jesus

Exp – Vs. 19 – And to KNOW the love of Christ…

Know = knowledge gained by and grounded in experience.



Jesus as Person not Proposition… I Know Him!


Vs. 17 – READ == Personal Encounter with His Love.


It is possible to know all about Jesus; yet not Know Jesus.
Ill – In 1736, John Wesley was a young Anglican Pastor in Savannah 
who sought out a Moravian. Gottlieb Spangenberg for Advice.
· Impressed by Peace and fearlessness of Moravians on board ship during a storm at sea.

· Recorded conversation in Dairy; February 7, 1736

My brother, I must first ask, “Does the Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit that you are a child of God?
I was surprised, and knew not what to answer.  He observed it and asked,

Do you know Jesus Christ?

I paused, and said, “I know that he is the Saviour of the world.”

True, but do you know he has saved you?

I said, “I Do.”  (Note:  But I fear they were vain words!)


*  Two years later, after failure in Georgia, Wesely came to 
    know Jesus in London… Heart Conversion, Born Again!

App – Do you know Jesus Christ?


Gospel of Savior of World… Save Me, Jesus!
Prayer for Supernatural Knowledge of Jesus.
Exp – This is a Prayer… Asking the Father to Give us what we 

Cannot Grab, … not acquire through intellect or effort.


Vs. 18 – May be ABLE to comprehend…



To be Mighty; to have Full Capacity; Strength

· implied = We do not on our own!


Vs. 19 – To know the love …. which surpasses Knowledge
ILL – Who do you say that I am?  

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God

Blessed… Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,


But My Father Who is in Heaven!


Luke 10:21 – I praise you, O Father, You have hidden these 

things from the wise and intelligent; and have revealed 

them to babies… Blessed are the eyes that see!

Loved with everlasting love


Led by grace that love to know;

    Spirit, breathing from above,


Thou hast taught me it is so.
App – Pride keeps you from knowing Jesus.  (moral, intellectual)


You cannot See; cannot Know Him until you humble yourself


like a poor blind beggar and ask Him to have mercy.

Invitation

Explain Invitation… I will pray, Amen, stand and sing, come.

Do you know Jesus Christ?   Is He Opening your eyes even now?

· Hand Raising – I Know Him.  I am not Sure…

· Is Spirit opening your eyes, stirring your heart?

Pray

Come
