A Prayer for God’s People #2
     “Disciples Together”     Eph. 3: 14-15

Intro:
The Newspaper ran a story this week about a Google project


#Love Letters = helping children send videos to Father’s




On Father’s Day… In Prison.



2.7 million children in US with a parent in prison.



Increased 5 times since 1980



3 times more likely to struggle with behavior problems!


Reminder that Fatherhood is struggling these days.


Thank God for your Father.  Father, Ask God to help you!


Ill – Last week, opened a Prayer of Paul… 



3 father’s came to pray; a purpose for fatherhood…



This prayer can help you be a better father.

Quote Ephesians 3: 14-21

Review:  Disciples Grow  (vs. 16-17… primary request)

· Strength, Knowledge, Love

· Jar Filled Up; Tree taking root and spreading

· Inner Man… Not easier… Stronger!

Disciples Grow Together

Read whole Prayer

Disciples Grow Together

· Plural pronouns  (you, we, us…)

· Comprehend with all the saints
· Focus on the Love of Christ  (mark of maturity)

Vs. 14-15 – Paul introduces his prayer as a prayer for Together.
Read vs. 14 -15 with comments

a) I bow my knees before the Father


Kneel = subordination; earnest prayer… pros = facing

b) Patera = Father

c) Patria = Family; clan, tribe, group from single ancestor



“Heaven” = people who have died; Angels…

Disciples Grow Together  (families; friends; kingdom; local body)

Under the Father’s Authority

Exp – When we call God our Father, we are recognizing His 
authority over us; his right to command us.

· Bow my knees

· Naming = Dominion over (Adam and animals; man & sons)




He is Creator and He is Lord!

Ill – The Rich and the Poor have this in common; 

The LORD is the maker of them all!

App – Why is it important that we love one another?


Cross social barriers; Forgive personal offenses; 


Tear down racial prejudices…  Together…


Simple:  The Father commands it.  OBEDIENCE


For His Good Pleasure!
In the Father’s Power

Exp – “For this Reason” – Opens the key of Context  (3:1)


Why is Paul praying for Disciples to Grow Together?


Ephesians 2: 13-22  the Cross

Ill – SBC emphasis on Racial Reconciliation…


Tuesday evening we were sitting in the middle of Hall.


Photo = behind these two men.


Getty’s were singing…  In Christ Alone


And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;



For I am His and He is mine, 



bought with the precious blood of Christ.

Both lift the hands… hit.. apologized…grinned and grabbed!

App – Gospel of Alienation and Reconciliation.


To come to the Father through Christ 


IS to come Together in Christ!

Disciples Grow Together
(under His Authority; In His Power)

For His Glory (16)

Exp – Glory – brilliance and weight… Giving Him Credit!


Our Unity is His Glory.


The greater our Diversity the Greater His Glory!

Ill – CBS Poll = 60% of people in US say race relations are Bad.



40% say, “Getting worse, not better”

App – Darkness is always an Opportunity for the Light!


QSBC marked by Unity and DIVERSITY.



Ill – Donald McGavern and Peter Wagner ---


Church Growth Movement… Homogeneous Units.


Let people come to Christ/church with people LIKE them.


(economic, age, race… easier to work within boundaries)

· Look What We Did!  (marketing)
· Look What God Is Doing!

Conclusion = Father’s Day Promise  (Help for Father’s)


Under His Authority


In His Power


For His Glory
