A Theology of Generosity
The Hill Sermon #2
     Phil. 4: 10-15
Intro:
The first city in which Paul shared the Good News was Philippi

· Lydia and the jailer – Instinct to Help; to meet a Need
· This church became famous for her Generosity.  


Paul forced to leave and went 95 miles away to 
Thessalonica and they sent money to support his work.


Paul stay in Corinth, troubled church, Philippians sent 
money to support this work


When Paul wrote to other churches about stewardship 
and generosity, he used Philippi as an example.

15 years after church born, Paul was in prison in Rome.  Under house arrest, he could not work but he had to support himself.  He received a visit from a man from the church in Philippi named Epaphroditus.  Do you think he came empty handed?  He brought a generous gift!

When Paul received the gift from Philippi, we was led to respond with a letter.  He said Thank you for the gift he already received; formally acknowledging the Gift.  But he also wanted to make sure the Christians at Philippi understood their own generosity – significance to the Kingdom and the King…  A Theology of Generosity.

t/s - QSBC has committed to being, to becoming a church.  In April of 2013, we declared it a priority to Elevate a Culture of Stewardship and Generosity.
(Tithe and More!  Marked.. Known for this)
Today, we take an important step in the direction of Stewardship and Remarkable Generosity.  (The Hill --- above your Tithes)

Before you make these commitments, I want to make sure you understand your own generosity – significance to the Kingdom and the King…  A Theology of Generosity.

Philippians 4: 15-20
By Giving Generously toward the Lord’s Work…

You Fellowship (Share) in the Gospel Work (15)

Exp – The word “shared” is the NT word koinonia, Fellowship.

Their giving was a fellowship in the Gospel Advance/Work.

App – Jesus connects our money with our Heart.


When we give generously, sacrificial to a Gospel work;


our fellowship with those carrying out the work in enhanced.
· Hope Is Alive; IBC; Upwards; Food Closet/Benevolence
You Meet the Needs of People (16)

Exp – The Philippians believers sent a gift to meet Paul’s Needs.


2:25 – Epaphroditus your messenger and Minister to my Need

Vs. 18a – “Fully supplied” as the result of their gift.
Ill – John Wallace, Bible College Principal, “Before somebody can

Experience a blessing, somebody has to bear a burden.”

· Prayer; Service; Giving

App – Generosity shares in the Work and Meets the Need.

You Please the LORD as with a Sacrifice, an Offering (18b)

Exp – Paul shifts to OT Worship Language to describe their Gift

A fragrant Aroma – Like the sacrifice in the Temple


An Acceptable Sacrifice & Well-Pleasing to God.


(All language from Gen., Ex., Lev… Worship)

Ill – Granddad and two grandsons…box of chocolates

One boy ran away to the back porch; ripped open the box and 
began to stuff his mouth full!  The other sat down at granddads


Feet and carefully opened the box.  He looked at the candle 
with bright little boy eyes; and said thank you for giving me 
this candy.  Then, he lifted the box up and offered, “Here, you 
can have the first piece.”

App – What a wonderful opportunity to Please God!
You Exercise Your Faith (17, 19)
Exp – Paul uses a mixed metaphor in vs. 17 – “Fruit” = “Profit”
· Your gift is like a seed that will produce fruit.

· Your gift is like an Investment that will make a profit.


Vs. 19 – A promise to those who are generous.

Caution:  Truth twisted, distorted by some prosperity preachers




“NEED” not our Greed

Ill – There was man, Some called him mad;

         The more that he gave, The more he had.
John Bunyan
App – We give ACTING on our Faith in Lord as our Provider.

t/s – Share in the Work; Meet the Need; Please the Lord and

Exercise Your Faith

Testimony
I was dreading this morning… Obligation…Necessary.



My sense of Obligation turned to Anticipation and Joy!

Generosity is not a secondary, sideline issue; it touches the very Heart of our lives as disciples, our life together.  Challenging you to engage in stewardship and Generosity is one of the best things I can do for you

You Glorify God (20)

Exp – We do not add to His Glory (worth, weight, brilliance);

We acknowledge His Glory… Point; Reflect; Declare


This is our Ultimate Purpose.

To Glorify God through Unified, sacrificial, missional Obedience!
App – “Amen” – the yes of the worshipping community…



We acknowledge and accept His promises



Paul’s theology of generosity is Truth, Our Truth.

Conclusion

Tell Story of Mark 12: 41-44
Jesus was interested in their giving… Jesus is interested in Our Giving.

Our Giving reveals much about our Heart Condition.
Remarks to be made Early at 8:15 and 11:00; pre-sermon at 9:30
(Griffin will make similar remarks before Offering at 9:45)

Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the LORD with a whole heart…
1 Chronicles 29:9, after the people of God had giving to fund the construction of the Temple.  I have been praying that verse for you this week.  I have been asking the LORD to make this a day of rejoicing and we commit to give willing with our whole hearts; giving as unto the LORD.
This is an important day for us.  Today, we will make commitments to The Hill, our effort to pay for the property and put it into service.  We have communicated What we are doing and Why --- how this is connected to our Mission.  After prayer… we come ready to commit.

Cards – (Pick up a card…hold it up)


A financial commitment, three years, above Tithe.


Left – Information; non-cash gift… (we will contact)


Right – Total Commitment on top…



…  Plan for giving…  Dilbecks – monthly and annually


Do NOT put in Offering Today!


Special time of commitment later in our Worship.

Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the LORD with a whole heart…
Pray
