After John was Put in Prison



Mark 1: 14-15
Preface:  Tonight, Lord’s Supper and Vote on Property Purchase.


   July Schedule, Family Day, preachers… (9:45)

Intro:  We are living in days of historic change in America.


I heard the Supreme Court ruling described as a part of the


evolution of our nation, our culture.  Nations do not evolve.


Nations Rise and Fall.  They are built up and they a torn down, 
usually from within.

The Lord has given me a word for His flock today.  I think what I am going to say this morning is important.  I hope it will help us set our face toward the future with confidence and purpose.

Title:  After John was Put in Prison

Tell the Story of righteous John and unrighteous Herod.

· John was the best man ever come into the world, natural birth.

Righteous; uncompromised; focused… Told the Truth…
· Confronted the sexual sin of king Herod and his wife.


Arrested… tell story… executed.

· A godly man executed by a corrupt king for telling the truth.

t/s – Wouldn’t it be helpful, relevant, to know how Jesus responded?


… when a government leader abused his power and arrest


then executed a righteous man because he was challenging 
sexual sin.  Can you see any relevance to our situation?

Context:  Our government has declared what we call a sin, to be a 
  Constitutional Right.  This makes me sad because it will hurt 
people; and it will threaten our religious Liberty.
The Court’s ruling actually hints that to call Homosexuality a sin and oppose homosexual marriage is bigotry, like racism.

· If I publicly declare homosexuality as sin, is that hate speech?

· Can OBU deny married housing to a homosexual couple?

These are days of uncertainty, upheaval and dark clouds developing.

How should we respond?  How did Jesus respond to John’s arrest?

Mark 1: 14-15
Jesus did not raise an army. He did not go into hiding.  
He came Preaching the Gospel.  
Like David, running toward the giant with his sling.
The Gospel can thrive in any climate!
ILL – We bought some flowers and plants.. read the tag..

· Some are hardy and some delicate… sun, water, soil…

Tag for Planting the Gospel…  (Hold it up and read it like a Tag)
· The Gospel can grow under any condition; but watch out for prosperity and cultural acceptance.  These can result in root rot and faded flowers.
· The Gospel thrives in harsh environments --- persecution, family rejection, economic repercussions and government opposition will produce deep roots, hardy stalks and a pure, full, colorful flower.

The Gospel can thrive in any climate!
Gospel = God Reigns as King over all the world, all of history; and,


  He is working out His purpose for His glory through Jesus.

Vs. 15 – The time is fulfilled, the Kingdom of God is at hand.



Kairos – not chronology, opportunity, moment



Fulfilled – God is keeping His promises



Kingdom – God’s rule, His sovereign Reign..

God’s Purpose and Glory accomplished in Redemption of all


Creation through Jesus --- death and resurrection.

· He is setting the world Right, by setting you and me Right!

Jesus came preaching the Gospel; announcing the Kingdom; in the midst of a dark time of corruption and hostility.  The Gospel does not need a sheltered cultural climate!  (Hear me)
The Gospel can thrive in any climate!
Ill – Russell Moore’s Op Ed piece… Do not Cave and Do not Panic

(Take advantage of ERLC.com)
· We will not compromise --- Teaching or practice.
· We will not Fear --- Like church depends on friendly gov’t.
t/s - What will we Do?  We will do what Jesus tells us to do.
Repent

Exp – These verbs are present imperatives… continuing commands.

Keep on living a life marked by Repentance.

· We will always be taking the plank from our own eye; before searching for the speck in another’s.


Example:  Repent of the way we have compromised marriage;




and accommodated the sexual revolution.


Pornography epidemic; No Fault Divorce; co-habitation…

App – Repentance prevents Hatred and Pride; self-righteousness.


It is the plow that is always breaking up the soil of our hearts.
Believe in the Gospel
Exp – Keep on living like you really believe the Gospel.


Live like you believe that God is on His Throne…


Live like you believe Jesus did Die, Rise and will return.


Live like the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation…

App – When our confidence in the Gospel wavers, our lives give in to


Fear, Frustration, we fret, we complain; but we fall Silent.


Believe in the Gospel = Confidence; Hope; Bold Proclamation.

How are we going to respond to this cultural, moral, legal upheaval? 
We are going to live like we Believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

We believe the Gospel! (Repeat… Amen)

The Gospel can thrive in any climate!
Concl. – Darkness makes the Light Shine Brighter!

Ill – News coverage of funerals from Emmanuel AME shootings
Jose Diaz Belart, MSNBC, covering funeral…


How is one able to have so much forgiveness?


What kind of person does that?  
Our brother’s and sisters at Emmanuel are living and talking, responding to darkness, like they Believed in the Gospel.

… And the world is listening.
