In This World

“Pride Exposed”

John 13: 31-38

Intro:
Just outside wall…  Church of Agony at St. Peter’s Gallicantu
· Site of house of Caiphas; Jesus held for taken to Pilate

· On top of church… a golden Rooster… “Rooster’s Crow”


T/S – Tell the story of three denials in John 18



“Are you His Disciple?”   NO!



The story of Peter’s Failure; Peter’s Fall; Denial

We know that Peter never forgot his failure… His Denial

· After Pentecost; he confronted the people of for “denying” the Holy and Righteous One, Jesus

· 2 Peter, False Teacher, “Denying the Master Who bought them!”


ILL – The Times asked, “What’s wrong with the world?


“Dear Sir,
I am.
Yours, G.K. Chesterton.”

His “Denial” was Life-changing because it finally Crushed his fatal flaw.  “Sinners are not them, but Us!”  We all know what comes before a Fall ---- Pride!

We have seen Peter’s Pride in his Conversation in John…


13:8 – Peter Interrupts the sacred silence of Upper room



Never shall You wash My feet…



(Argue; resist, Object….  Yak, Yak, Yak…)


Ill – Vance Havener, “An Egoist talks about himself so much; I 

don’t have time to talk about myself.”

t/s – Today… Finally, Jesus says something that shuts him up!

John 13: 31-38

Walk slowly through the text as a Preview of the Farewell Discourse

Living as His Disciples in this world… Treasure
Vs. 33

Cross and Departure….  New Season of Life

Vs. 35

Love Command next week

Vs. 36a
Simon Peter butts in for the last time!

Pride Resists Jesus
The Farewell discourse will consistently call disciples to depend on Jesus, to live with a humble reliance on His Spirit, His promises, His faithfulness.  Humility runs to Jesus, clings to Jesus, Trusts Jesus.

Pride Resists Jesus.

We would save ourselves a lot of Heartache if we could deal with our own Pride!

Problem = Pride is so easy to spot in others; but, difficult to 


See in ourselves.

ILL – Young Pastor, Early 30’s; invited to participate in an induction

Into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame… prominent Trial Lawyer.

· Tux for the first time since prom… Julie and I… 

· Next AM – Breakfast… relaxed… one of the big shots



Julie stepped out to call her mother… Look of Horror



“Literally… Egg on my Face!”

Warning Signs --- Indicators of Pride in the Heart…
My Pride Resists the Call to Love
Exp – Notice how Peter completely ignores…disregards Vs. 34/35

· Like he was not willing to even acknowledge the command of Jesus!  Did he hear Him at all?

Vs. 37 – A not so subtle claim to be superior… I can!



(maybe not these others)



Even though all these may fall away, I will never!






(Matthew 26)
ILL – Pride is essentially competitive.  CS Lewis

App – I might have a problem with pride, if I resist the simple 
command to Love the people around me.


(More about the Love Command next week)
My Pride Resists Simple Obedience

Exp – Jesus’s instructions were not complicated.


I am going away; you will stay for a while; follow later.

Peter --- Questioned the Command of Jesus…

· Maybe these others cannot; but I can!
(others, not me)
· I will follow you now, not Later.

(Now, not Later)

Pride takes exception to the simple commands of Christ.

Ill – Place where I exercise… parking lot and drop off


Park in the drop off area…  I am the exception.

App – My pride resists simple humble obedience.

t/s – Like a one man tug of war… heels dug in… hanging on

against His draw….

Pride Resists Jesus
My Pride Resists the Cross

Exp – Look what happens just before Jesus predicts the END of 
Peter’s Pride…. Vs. 37b-38a

· I will lay down my life for You!
· Will you lay down your life for Me?  (consider tone)


Note:  Same language as John 10… Good Shepherd

App – Most people resist Jesus, reject Gospel, because it is an assault 
on our pride.  Admit, “I am in the same mess as the rest!”

If He called us to know more than the rest, smart people line up

If He called us to be better than the rest, good people would..

Gospel is a call to humble yourself at the foot of the Cross with all the Rest of the hopeless, helpless sinners.

It is Your Pride that is Resisting Jesus.  (Intellectual concern; Emotional Scar
Are you going to let your stubborn pride, damn you to hell?

Will you finally, humble yourself, and embrace the Cross?
