The Word 2016




James 1: 21-25

Intro:
Edwin Lundgren, Julie’s great-old Swedish farmer from NC.


I was nervous, did not know anyone, Edwin came to speak.


*  Hans, is that a Swedish name? Are you from the North? Do 
    you farm? Turn and walked away without a word.


T/S – What is the point?

We speak in order to connect; to establish or strengthen relationship.  If someone does not speak to us, we assume that do not want to know us or they do not want to be known by us --- they don’t care about us, not interested in relationship.

T/S – Christmas, God speaks to us.


God does not leave us alone, in the dark, He reveals Himself,


He shines the light, He speaks to us.

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many ways and at many times, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son

Hebrews 1: 1-2
God Speaks to us.

· Created order; History (Abraham, Moses, Israel); Scripture OT and NT; best of all, Jesus… The Word become flesh to dwell among us…. If you have seen Me you have seen the Father.

The Purpose of Revelation is not merely informational, it is Relational; not merely knowledge about God, knowledge OF God.

At Christmas, we celebrate the Reality of God’s Revelation!

More than that… Redemption and Cross (gospel)


But not Less than that…  God speaks to Us.

If you believe in Christmas (Jesus birth/Incarnation), you believe that God is a God of Revelation.  He Speaks to Us.

ILL – Jesus took Peter, James and John onto a high mountain.

His face shone like sun and clothes as white as light.


Transfigured… Moses and Elijah appeared a spoke with Him.


This is My beloved Son; Listen to Him!
God Speaks to Us.

t/s – That conviction brings us to these pamphlets… Bible Reading 
guides.  Come and get one in a moment, to express your


resolve to Read the Bible regularly in 2016.

· Use another plan; Our QSBC App; OT, NT or both.

God speaks to us through the Bible.
James 1: 21-25
James was the brother of Jesus who became the Leader of the church in Jerusalem.  We observe the influence of Jesus’s teaching in the three picture James paints of the impact of the Word.

The Word is like a Seed planted in the soil of our lives. (21)

Exp – “Receive” is the operative word.  Receive God’s Word like


Good soil receives the Seed.

· Clear away the weeds of filthy living.

· Pick up the Rocks of anger and bitterness

· Eliminate the trash of old sins

· Break up the hard surface of pride and prejudices…


Jesus, “the seed is the Word of God.”  (parable of the soils)



Road/birds; Rocky/thin; thorns and weeds choked;



Good soil brought a good crop!

App – Don’t waste your time reading; if you will not prepare the

Soil of your heart through Humility and Repentance.


Hosea, “Break up your fallow-ground!”

The Word is like a Mirror (22-24)

Exp – Cartoon image of man looking at face, refusing to change.


Illustrates absurdity of hearing the Word, but not Acting.


Jesus, at conclusion of Sermon on the Mount spoke of two


Men building a House --- one on sand and the other on Rock.


When the storm comes… the house on the Rock stands firm.

· Both Hear… only One Takes Does/Acts!

App – “Deluded”… the delusion of Bible knowledge!

The Word is like a Map (25)

Exp – The language of vs. 25 clearly echoes the teaching of Jesus.

The Word is called the Law of Liberty

Abide… to Remain…
John 8

If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples; and


You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.


Image of Obedience to the Word as Freedom.
ILL – not nonsense restrictions; a roadmap to the Way.

App – Blessed in What He does.



Instead of begging God to Bless what you are doing.



Why don’t you get busy doing what He Blesses.

Conclusion

Praise God, He speaks to us.  Jesus is proof that God is in the business of Revealing Himself and His Will.

Would you commit to Reading and Obeying the Bible in 2016?

Why this matters?  More at stake than the quality of you life.
ILL – Went with a friend in High School to help his grandparents put 
some hay in the barn…  Long summer day after work.

· Grandmother fed us; and we were lingering around the table.

· I didn’t feed you because you are cute.  I fed you so you would get my hay in the barn.

TRUTH = 
We have important work to do.  



Not all of us are up to the task…  
