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Christians are marked by Love

ILL

Car title-document that shows all is right, history etc.  Authenticity.   

What is the proof of an authentic faith?

Today we'll be in 1 john 4:7-21

Tests of people in scripture

One is kind of bizarre, in a time of turmoil found in

Judg. 12:6 Jepthah and the Gileadites devised a test to catch the Ephraimites using an insignificant word Shibboleth … Sibboleth.

Prophets were tested

When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. (Deuteronomy 18:22 NASB)

Here in 1 John 4:1 we are admonished to test the spirits...

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1 NASB)

...but as we flow through the chapter we are testing true faith in Christ Jesus.

So what is this telltale sign of faith in Christ?  

It is Love

How can you display this authentic love?

How could you validate your faith in Christ?

1.  Obedience - We are commanded to love - beginning and end of passage 7, 21
2.  Act like God-As His spirit shapes us to be like Him, we will love Because God is love. (8-11)

3.  It impossible to obey and act like God!  How can you do this then? (7, 12-16) Be born again and abide!

4.  Result of this love (17-20) 

· It impacts our perspective v 17-18-Why worry, I am good for the judgment!  No FEAR!
· Yields unity and harmony
· Thus it bears the Gospel
Can you validate your claim to be a Christian?
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