Faithful to Serve #1
“The Heart of Service”

Mark 10

Intro:
Elmer Bendiner, “Fall of Fortresses” – B-17 in WWII

· Hit by anti-aircraft fire over Germany; 20 millimeter shells penetrated their fuel tank…no explosion!

· On ground, crew chief found 11 unexploded shells!

· Sent to be defused… empty… one had a note in Czech.


“this is all we can do for now”

t/s – Small acts of faithful service win the battle.

Faithful to Serve
(Attend… Gathering and Building for Service)


Last Week – Small Group lesson


Today – Service Fair – Coffee and Sign Up!


Next week – 1 Peter… each member serving..

t/s – Today, the Heart of Service.

Mark 10: 32-45
(Read with comments; vs. 34, 39, 40)

Service is a Matter of the Heart.

In Our Hearts, We Resist Service.

Exp – James and John working to cut Peter out 


Ill – Musical chairs -- 3 men and two seats


Others are indignant because James and John asked first!

· Self-Interest and Self-promotion

· Competition and comparison

Ill – Dad’s Chair after dinner… Stuck… could not help.

App – Taking and Being Served… How the World Lives.

We are all effected… to a certain degree infected


Even our Religion can be distorted….


Vs. 35 – We want You to do for us!
· When Jesus talks about his Suffering and Glory; the disciples begin to jockey for position!

Mark 8:35 – Find/lose… lose for My Sake… Find It!

Jesus Gives Us a Heart to Serve.

Exp – Vs. 45 – Not to be served but to Serve; not Gather, Give!


Diakonos = through the dust… humble service!

This Key Teaching Speaks to the Heart of Service

Obedience – We serve to Obey Jesus.

VS. 43 – It is not that way among you!!


John 13 – Tell the Story… I gave you an example; do as I did!


Basin Theology – Bruce Thielemann, 1st Presby. Pittsburgh


Pilate took a basin and washed his hands of the whole thing


Jesus took a basin and washed the feet of his disciples


App – Not rocket science… You call Him Lord!

Faith – We Serve because we Trust Jesus.


Vs.  43-44 – Jesus does not condemn their desire to be Great;




to be Leaders in the Kingdom


Vs. 40 – Let’s let the Father take care of where you sit.


the Father will take care of rewards and recognitions!


(Time could be used to Serve yourself… to gather or enjoy)


You don’t need to gather and take, scratch and scrape.


Your faith in the Father sets you free to Serve!  To Give!

1 Peter 5: 10-11

t/s – To build a life of Service; start with the Big Blocks


Ill - preschool… wooden blocks… 
· spiritual gifts; church polity; qualifications…

Love – We serve because we Love Jesus.
Exp – Mark 9 – a complementary text – prediction and argument

Jesus took a child… whoever receives a child (cares for) in


My name (as a Christ follower)… receives Me.


1 John 3:16 – We know love by this, that He laid down His life


For us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
Concl -  Pastor friend told me he had met an old friend of mine.


Mike Pickens – Chair of LCBC Pastor Search committee




(prominence; importance; trust)

· 27 years ago I helped Mike follow Jesus/Saved! (23-20)
· Knock on door Saturday at 4:00 – clean van… battery; OK if I pick up a few kids tomorrow morning…

Mike didn’t love Vans; didn’t love kids… IN Love with Jesus!

He could not get over what Jesus had done for him.

We know love by this, that He laid down His life For us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

Jesus gives us a Heart to Serve.

