Stand Firm #6
    “Brethren, Beloved, Stand Firm”
    2 Th. 2:13-17

Intro:
The State Championship Wrestling Tournament this week at


the Fairgrounds --- I was pretty good… 157… gained 5 pds.

· Coach DeMoss; spent a lot of time working on my head.


Focus - Take this more seriously
(goof around)


Relax – Don’t take this so seriously
(just a game)

Coaches; Parents; Teachers…  A difficult Balance to Achieve.

t/s – I find Paul working toward that balance in our text.

2 Thessalonians 2: 13-17

Read

Note:  “Brethren, beloved by the Lord”  (I will call you today)

We Stand Firm because the Lord holds our Hand.


ILL – Walking with Pearl… holds my finger… I hold her.

Brethren, beloved by the Lord; Be Faithful.  (15)

Exp – Paul gives direct challenge to the church with two Commands:


Stand Firm – Opening message… Faithful in face of Hostility.




A military word… Do not falter or flee


Hold – Hold to what we Taught you…  Obedience

· Resist Discouragement, Doubt, Deception and Drift

App – This challenge is necessary; and, … Dangerous…

Pride – I am holding on, I am standing firm… Faithful!


Pressure – What is I forget, fail… Disappoint… Fearful!

T/S - Be Faithful, not Fearful.  The context provides Balance.


There is more going on here than your effort.
We Stand Firm because the Lord Holds our Hand.

ILL – Google Maps… Zoom Out from uncle Fred on his Farm


to a blue ball in black space.

· Vs. 15 is very personal; focus… zoomed in on me and my faithfulness.

· Paragraph Zooms back out…. From eternity to eternity.  From the Beginning of God’s saving purpose to the End of His Glory!

Brethren, beloved by the Lord; Be Thankful. (13-14)

Exp – The Command to Be Faithful must be embrace with Gratitude


For God’s Work --- what God has already done for us.

Two Aorist Indicative verbs:


Chosen – God has chosen you from the beginning (first fruits)

· beginning of His Plan or of the Work in Thes.

· God’s initiative of Grace…  He chose to save!



Salvation is more than a ticket to Heaven



Salvation is sanctification…  He sets us apart as His

a) Sanctification of/by the Spirit  (John Baptist)

b) Sanctification by Faith in the Truth!


John 17 – Sanctify them in the Truth


Hallelujah!  Give Thanks to the Lord!


Called – (14) – His initiative… Called through Gospel.

· When Good News proclaimed; God called!

· Called not just to begin, but to finish!



That you may Gain the Glory of our Lord Jesus Christ!

App – My Faithfulness is His Faithfulness!  It is all a work of His 
Grace.  We stand firm because He holds our Hands.
Brethren, beloved by the Lord; Be Prayerful.  (16-17)
Exp – This closing prayer is also centered on two verbs:


Comfort – parakaleo – Encourage; Challenge… called to Side.

· Arm around shoulder and Hand in Back

· Like Holding our Hand so we do not Falter.


Strengthen – stablish…  Give you all you need to Finish.

· All of Life… every Work and Word!


Note:  
Stand Firm = He Stands beside you



Hold On = He gives you Strength.


Vs. 16 – We ask in confidence because of His proven character



“Who has loved us” = a specific expression/act of Love






The Cross

App – Please, do not write yourself off because you fear you cannot be 
Faithful.  We are Faithful because the Lord Holds our Hands.
Conclusion

Brethren, beloved by the Lord,….


Be Faithful; Be Thankful; Be Prayerful


Stand Firm in the Lord because the Lord holds your hand.

Brethren, Beloved by the Lord…

· Exact language of Deuteronomy 33:12, the blessing of Moses on the tribe of Benjamin.  Paul was of the tribe of Benjamin.  Thus, he is bestowing on this little church, his own Family blessing.

· The blessing reveals Paul’s heart for the Church; for us.
Deuteronomy 33:12 – Of Benjamin he said,


May the beloved of the LORD dwell in security by Him,


Who shields him all the day,


And he dwells between His shoulders.
Moving Together as God’s People

8:15
Our new Worship Center is scheduled for dedication on 


June 5.  A great day of prayer and celebration!

· This service will continue just as it is.

· Consider the 11:00 service in the new Worship Center.

· Consider being a Triple Threat… 



Sunday School; Worship; Service

*  Prayer Walk on PM March 6

9:30
Our New Worship Center is scheduled for dedication on


June 5.  A great day of prayer and celebration!

· This space will allow us to simplify our AM schedule to three services… 8:15 no change



9:30 worship with a Band



11:00 worship with Choir and Praise Team


Three Sunday Schools (including youth)

· You have some decisions to make.



April 17 will be last Sunday for this service.



April 24 – 9:30 in Fellowship Hall.

· Your Small Groups are planning for transition.

· Consider being a Triple Threat… 



(8:15)Sunday School; Worship; Service

9:45
Our new Worship Center is scheduled for dedication on 


June 5.  A great day of prayer and celebration!

· April 24 – others join us here at 9:30

· June 5 – Worship in New Venue!

· Consider being a Triple Threat… 



(8:15)Sunday School; Worship; Service

11:00
Our new Worship Center is scheduled for dedication on 


June 5.  A great day of prayer and celebration!

· We will move into the New Space!  (room to grow)
· James Bradford and Choir… planning great Services.
