Stand Firm #7

Life Together

2 Thessalonians 3: 6-15

Preliminary – Thank You for Being Faithful to Attend in February.



Feb. 2016 158 more in worship each week 15 (+9%)



    +303 in small groups each week than Feb.15(+19%)

· Be Faithful to Give!  (difficult times in OKC; impacting us)

· Tonight, finish 2 Thes. and Prayer in new Worship Center

· Moving toward Easter… Maundy Thursday & Good Friday

Intro:
Life Together – Deitrich Bonhoffer wrote in 1939 while 
teaching in the underground seminary… banned from Berlin.
· five years later he would be executed by Nazis

· the biblical call to follow Jesus Together.

t/s – This morning, practical insight into Life Together.

2 Thessalonians 3: 6-15

Thesis:  Our Lord calls us to Life Together.  


Together, May be the most challenging part of our Calling.

Context – A small group of members threatening Life Together.

· Idle – Not working, thus burden on the body.



(“work” used 7 times in 47 verses)

· Meddlers – not busy, busy-bodies

· Disruptive – Seeds of discord and deception… maybe the 

source of confusion about Day of Lord.


A theology leading to presumption of entitled role.

Anaktos – “idle” (NIV) -- unruly, undisciplined, disorderly
The “Disruptive Idle” were threatening the Church from within; always more of a threat than external persecution.

Thesis:  Our Lord calls us to Life Together.  


Together, May be the most challenging part of our Calling.

READ

t/s – Value of preaching through books of Bible.  Dealing with texts


like this.  Any relevance?  Must be a Real Problem!

Pull back and draw big picture insight in Life Together.

Thesis:  Our Lord calls us to Life Together.  


  Understanding the challenges Involved.

ILL – Family Reunion; Each sister’s family select seven people.


Obstacle Course… around trees; over rocks; narrow path
· Not too difficult; little boys toeing the line…

· Six for each team… rubber bands from inner tube.

· Run the Race…Connected at the knees and elbows!

Thesis:  Our Lord calls us to Life Together.  


  Together, May be the most challenging part of our Calling.

t/s – Insights about Life Together from this Scripture…

Sometimes, the Church will Wear You Out.

Exp – VS. 13 – “Weary” = to feel weak; worn out… 


Paul’s concern was that the Body would be frustrated and 
discouraged by these troublesome brothers.

Ill – Older pastor, “Do you want to know the key to longevity in 


Ministry?”  Have really low expectations of people!

App – Naïve and false assumption:  Church people will always act 
right.  Glory and Grace come in Loving the church as she is!
Sometimes, You might need the church’s Correction.

Exp – “Admonish as a Brother” (15)

· To set right; to correct… focus on the will and disposition


Presupposes an opposition to be overcome.

If someone Admonished you, would be receive it?!

PRIDE…  Only shallow, surface relationships.
App – False Assumption:  the Customer is Always Right.


Not Business/Body; Not Customer/Member; Not Always Right

Brethren, who love you enough to tell you the Truth!

Sometimes, the Church will needs your Protection

Exp – Vs. 6 – The Brethren are called upon to Confront the Disruptive 

Idle; to Protect their Life Together.

· Not just the Pastor/Leaders… Brethren
· Admonish as a Brother (15)

· Keep Away (6); Do not Associate; Put to Shame (14)


Differ from culture to culture… Public action to Protect


(Last resort after example, instruction, admonition…)


Goal is Redemptive… Restoration!


Church, taking action to confront members doing damage to 


Life Together.

App – What about “Judge Not”…Do not have the Right to Correct!

a) Violating a Clear Teaching of Scripture.

b) Burdening the Body

c) Disturbing the Peace


We have a Responsibility to our Brother and the Body!

Sometimes, the Church will wear you out.

Sometimes, you might need the Church’s Correction.

Sometimes, the Church will need your Protection.

Always, the Church is Worth It!

Vs. 6 – Brethren, …… Our Lord Jesus…  
· This call to Church Life moves from the Core of the Gospel…. Not pretending; not manufacturing….

· Expressing the New Reality - One Family; One Lord!

ILL – Bonhoeffer open Life together by quoting Psalm 133:1


Behold, how good and how pleasant it is



For brothers to dwell together in unity.


Life Together puts a smile on the Father’s Face.
