Stand Firm #8

The Lord Bless You All
2 Thes. 5: 16-18

Intro:
This letter ends with a double blessing… dictated and written.


(Trouble with forged letters!?)

Paul begins with Grace to you and Peace, from God the Father 
and our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 3: 16-18

Paul has two passions --- Like right and left feet in his walk:


Exalt Jesus
Encourage the Church

Paul Exalts Jesus

a) Lord (3X) – OT title for YHWH

b) Prayer directed to Jesus

c) Jesus included with Language of OT blessing


The Lord of Peace = God of Peace = Number 6

The Lord be with you = Ruth; Judges; Luke 1 – to Mary

Again, High Christology not as instruction or argument; but


Assumed, Accepted Truth.  (20 years after Pentecost)

ILL – Psalm 110 – Easter +2… Risen = Lord (Southern Seminary)

He is Lord; He is Lord; He is risen from the dead and He is Lord!

Paul Encourages the Church
(Come along side… Stand Firm)

a) ALL – Added to traditional blessings in 16 and 18



Even the Disruptive Idle

b) Peace – shalom = traditional Jewish blessing (wholeness)


Fear/Confusion about The Day; Division in Body


Pantos, Panti; Panton = All of you; All the time; All Situations

c) Grace – The One Word Summary of the Gospel



Standard closing in ancient letters, “Be Strong”



Paul decided that the Gospel changes that, “Grace”




We Stand Firm in His Grace!

Concl:  What are going to do this week?



Exalt Jesus and Encourage the Brethren

