Stand Firm #5

“The Lie”


2 Thes. 2: 11-12

Intro.:  The focus of our text:


We do not know it all, but we do know enough.


The world is in Rebellion, but God is in control.


Jesus is Lord; He is coming to Judge the deceiver and the 
deceived.

Read the text again; speak to three areas that are not so clear, that provoke questions; finish this section with vs. 10-12.

2 Thessalonians 2: 1-10

1. Who is the Man of Lawlessness?

2. In which Temple will he take his seat?

3. What or Who is the retraining Force?

The Man of Lawlessness

· KJV – the man of Sin reflects a textual issue.  Sin is hamartias; Lawlessness is anomias.
· Daniel anticipated one coming who would be the opposite of the Messiah:  opposing God and persecuting God’s people.  Speaking against the Most High; with a power not his own; a King who will do as he pleases  (arrogant power)

· Only John’s letter speak of the Anti-Christ


Revelation 13 describes the Beast


Paul alone speaks of the Man of Lawlessness  (all the same)

a) Son of Destruction (Is. 57) (Judas)… his character is lawlessness and his destiny is destruction.

b) Opposes God (true and all so called gods)… religion.

c) Exalts himself as God…   Religious Identity

d) Anti – instead of… Christ  “Revealed” (3, 8); “coming” (9)

e) Power, signs and wonders….False; deceptive; of Satan, wicked

Symbolic = mystery of lawlessness coming to a climax

Literal = Actual Person…  Pope; Hitler; Putin… 


Unknown, yet to be revealed (Political & Ecclesiastical)
In which Temple will he Take his seat?

Vs. 4 – Temple– naos – the holiest part of the temple, unusual for Paul
A Lot of historical background….


*  Predicted in Daniel


*  Partly Fulfilled by Antiochus IV -  2nd C BC


*  Caligula (10 years before Paul wrote) 41 AD


Total Arrogance!  Arrogant Rebellion and Self-Deification.

In which Temple?

a) A metaphorical Temple – Read vs. 4 without Temple reference.

b) The Church as Temple – “Apostasy”

c) A Future Temple Rebuilt – Jerusalem a Hot Spot!


(complicated end times debate)

Restraining Force… What or Who?

Vs. 6 – 7
I say what or Who because of Neuter and Masculine
Note:
Seems to be a delicate subject; not risk direct reference.


A present reality in the First Century

a) The Roman State and its Leader

b) All Government ordained by God….  Rebellion as Anarchy

c) The Church – “He” seems odd

d) The Holy Spirit working in and through the Church

Bottom line Here:  They knew; but we do not!

All Texts of the Day of the Lord…Be Ready; Be Faithful; Stand Firm!
1960 Presidential campaign; JFK often closed with a story

Col. Davenport, speaker of Conn. House of Rep.

1789; sky dark, ominous sky; many out windows, fear.


The day of Judgment is either approaching or it is not.  If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment.  I fit is, I choose to be found doing my duty.  Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.
2 Thessalonians 2: 10-12

Those who are perishing… do not receive and love the Truth.

Those being Saved… receive and love the Truth

Remember context:  Persecuted by Unbelievers

This feels harsh… like the LORD hardening Pharaoh’s Heart

· The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s Heart

· Pharaoh’s heart was hardened

· Pharaoh hardened his heart

What the Perishing people do/have done


Vs. 10 b


Vs. 12 – did not believe….



Willingly, stubbornly refused to receive, embrace, 


believe…  



Note:  True and False have moral implications.



         (wrong idea about God means wrong way of life)

What God does to those who are perishing


Vs. 11 – sending upon them a deluding influence



A working of delusion… activity of error


so that they believe The Lie… (what is false)



The Lie = God is God; Jesus is Lord; Spirit is Witness



Those who close their eyes to the Truth are condemned



to be misled by Falsehood.



You want to reject the Truth… have it your way!


In order that they all may be judged (condemned)



Purpose (in order that) or Result (so that)… 



Obvious condition of rebellion.

Romans 1: 21-25
Let Paul explain for himself.
