Stand Firm #4

“Do Not be Shaken”

2 Thes. 2: 1-10

Intro:
Fascinating text in 2 Peter 3:15-16, Peter places Paul’s


Letters on par with Scripture…  He talks about the Day of the 
Lord… some of what he writes is hard to understand, which 
the untaught and unstable distort.

t/s – I wonder if Peter had this section of 2 Thessalonians in mind.

2 Thessalonians 2: 1-10
(read… initial impressions)

ILL – If there is one wilted flower in a bouquet of two dozen, which 
one draws your eye?


If I paint a room, and leave one run… what will Julie notice?


Puzzle…  frustrated by the one piece out of place

t/s – We like to put all the pieces in place… Tend to Focus on the 
confusing parts of a text, our questions… Parts Not Clear.

Tonight, follow up wit a look at some of the questions raised.

Today, Focus on what is Clear… Most Important.

Paul’s Purpose is Clear  (2-3a)

“Day of the Lord” has been a focus for Paul in the first letter & this:


1 Thes. 4 and 5; 2 Thes. 1


The Day of the LORD is a Day of reckoning; the Day when the 


LORD sets things right… Salvation to His people and 
Judgment for His enemies…  Jesus’s Return is That Day!

In Paul’s absence… The Day of the Lord has come!!

· We missed it; This is as good as it gets!

· Paul’s not sure how… claiming spirit’s authority… Letter?

Paul’s purpose is not to inform; but to clarify, comfort and confidence


Do not be Shaken from your composure (mind)


Do not be Disturbed; Let no one Deceive you

t/s – Focus on what is Clear; what gives us Confidence.

We Do not Know It All, But We Do Know Enough.

Exp – This chapter humbles me; there is a lot I do not know:


Man of Lawlessness; Restraining influence; satanic activities


Vs. 5 – makes me scream… No, Paul, I do not remember!


Fee warns of, Too much certainty on the part of the interpreter

What We Do Know; What is Clear; pretty Good!


Vs. 1 – The Day of the LORD is 

a) The Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ




Parousia = Presence…. To Be… with..




Of the Coming of a King… Jesus




Formal title… Lord, Savior, Messiah… Jesus!




Acts 1: 9-11




Matt. 26:64 – Caiphas… Christ, son of God?




You will see me coming on the clouds…

b) Our Gathering Together to Him


Only other NT use in Heb. 10:25 – Do not


Forsake the gathering together of yourselves.

· Each Sunday we Gather … anticipating That Day!

App – You Remember; You Know….  I commit to Revelation in 2017


We Know Enough to Stand Firm!  (not shaken; deceived)

The World is in Rebellion, But God is in Control.

Exp – Vs. 3-4 – “Apostasy” = Falling Away… Rebellion.


Calvin, “A deliberate, antagonistic rejection of Christ”


The Rebellion and the Rebel.  


(opposed to Christ and empowered by Satan)


Language from Isaiah; Ezek.; Daniel… Olivet (Jesus)


Vs. 7 – the mystery of Lawlessness already at work!



In the future; will come more open rebellion

ILL – Mystery of Lawlessness in our society today.


a general rebellion against Authority… Civil, Religious 

The World is in Rebellion, But God is in Control.  (continued)

Vs. 6 – In his time, he will be revealed


The Man of Lawlessness will come.  Open, Arrogant Rebellion


Irony = the Lord’s chuckle….He we Rebel when I allow it!

ILL – Walking with Pearl… She can go wherever she wants to wander


She feels totally free… Not Really!

App – The LORD Reigns.  Even the man of Lawlessness comes only 


In the LORD’s good time.

Jesus is Lord; He is coming to Judge the Deceiver.

Exp – The Lawless one will be revealed (8a)… 9 – Described.


Like Satan, he will be a Deceiver…  Gen. 3 – Language

Paul is incapable of giving the Rebel the spotlight vs. 8

· Ease; Immediacy and Certainty of Victory!


Ill – like the build up to a championship fight.. One Punch!

….And the Deceived!  (vs. 10)

Those who are perishing and those who are being saved…

a) Who receive and love the Truth

b) Who do Not…  they refuse/reject the Truth!


The Truth = the Gospel of Jesus

The Deceived are willingly Deceived… willfully reject the Truth.

Charles Wesley

Every eye shall now behold Him, robed in splendor’s majesty;
   
 Those who set at naught and sold Him, 


pierced and nailed Him to the tree,

    Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, shall the true Messiah See.

