Stand Firm #3

“A Pattern of Prayer”

2 Thes. 1: 11-12

Intro:
A man battling cancer… prayer cards!  (Pray and Report)


t/s – Paul did that all the time…. Prayer Report

2 Thessalonians 1: 11-12

Read

t/s – Heavy text last week; church suffering persecution, longing for


justice and looking for That Day.  Next Sunday, maybe the 
most difficult paragraph in all of Paul’s writings.

Today, a fairly simple, straight forward prayer report.  Simple approach:  Understand; then, apply in two ways.

To this end also we pray for you always


IN light of your suffering and Hope of Glory


Paul can still Help them in persistent Prayer…

· Do you believe this?  (mammie)

That – the content of Paul’s prayers

Our God will count you worthy of your calling


Worthy = bringing up the bar  (balancing scale)



Balance == Begin and End; Identity and Behavior



You are not worthy; but, 



He can Count you worthy and make you worthy.


Past; Present and Future… All the Lord’s Work!

And Fulfill


To complete; finish; bring to fruition…


That god will make you worthy and complete…

Fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of Faith

Breadth – Every desire (dreams) and work (efforts)


Focus – goodness and faith….



Some Desires are silly or evil



Some Work is misguided or insignificant

ILL – Moving == keep this or get rid of it… Junk!


ILL – Pull out the Weeds and let the  good stuff bear fruit!

With Power – last; emphasis… the Holy Spirit’s Power

Vs. 12 - 

So That – The Purpose of his Prayer  (vs. 11 – content of prayer)
The name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you,  you in Him,

“name” = His revealed character… spotlight…credit…



You live in such away that His character is Praised.


Reciprocal Glory == We reveal His Glory; He is our Glory!


ILL – Rev. 4 – Elders a Throne dressed in white; Gold crowns




Casting crowns before the Throne…




Worthy are You to receive glory!

According to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.


Only by His Grace; all of Grace… undeserved, active Favor!

t/s – Think about it… How Paul prayed… inspired by God!

A Pattern for Prayer
Exp – Most of the time our prayers are weak…

· “Bless” my kids… Help them… be with them…

Ill – Jay Jackson driving a nail (three hits)

Hesitant, weak, fuzzy….  Misguided or ineffective

We are Improvising Prayer

ILL – Improvisation – Music; comedy; …  rare talent!


Most people need a score; a script; a pattern

App – Use this prayer as a Script; a Blueprint.  


Pray with confidence; and clarity of purpose.

· General/Specific; material/Spiritual; Petty/Big Picture


Ill – Our son works for Devon… Layoff
Note:  Paul does not pray for persecution to stop… Relief.


Probably my first request… Off in gutter!

A Pattern for Life
Exp – In truth; our living is as random, improvised as our praying.

· chasing desires that are not good; and work that is not of Faith.  Dominated by petty, general, material concerns!

· Seeking God’s Blessing (feel better and have more)

Ill – I built a tree house for the boys one time… Improvised…

Ugly; inaccessible; unsafe….

· Sold house with clause in contract (offer)


Seller will remove the tree house!

App – Do you want your life to turn out like my Tree House?


What is you started following this blueprint?



I will build a life that glorifies His Name;



In the End; on That Day, I will be counted Worthy



The Dreams and Desires that He gives me will be 


Complete; my Work of Faith, Finished!
Oh, that sound nice, preacher, but I can’t do that!

By God’s grace and in His Power…


GOSPEL
